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AliensLandholding [CAP. 179 s

CHAPTER 179
ALIENSLANDHOLDING
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS
1.  Shorttitle.
2. Interpretation.
3. Company under diencontrol.
4.  Prohibitionagaing dienholdingland.
5.  Titletolandindienvoid.
6.  Alienlicensedtoholdland.
7. Apped fromMinister’'snotice.
8.  Prohibition of transferring sharesin licensed alien company.
9.  Prohibitionagainst holdingland or sharesfor aien.
10. Declarationof areatoregulateaienlandholding.

11. Powertoenforceforfeiture.
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4 CAP. 179] AliensLandholding

CHAPTER 179
CAP 144, ALIENSLANDHOLDING
R.E. 1980-1990.
310f 1973,
[31st December, 1973]
Shorttitle. 1. ThisActmay becited astheAliensLandholding Act.
Interpretation. 2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwise requires:-
“adien” meansaperson or acompany other than-
(@ aBédizean citizen or acitizen of aCommonwedlth
country; or
(b) aperson domiciledin Belize and who hasbeen so
domiciled for an uninterrupted period of over three
years; or
(© acompany incorporated in Belize and deemed not to be
under alien control inaccordancewith section 3;
“designated area” meansan areaof land declared to be adesignated
areaby the Minister under section 10;
“licence” meansalicenceissued under section 6;
“Miniger” meanstheMinister fromtimetotimeresponsiblefor Lands.
Company under 3 For the purposes of thisAct, acompany shall be deemed
alien control. . .
to beunder aien control if-
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AliensLandholding [CAP. 179 5

(@ one-half or moreof itsdirectorsor shareholdersarediens,
or

(b) one-haf or moreof thevotesexercisableat any meeting of
the company are held by or for and on behalf of anaien; or

(o one-haf or moreof theissued sharecapital isheld by or for
and on behdf of andlien.

4. Subjecttotheprovisionsof thisAct, nolegal or equitableestateinland  Prohibition
shall vestinandien after the commencement of thisAct: against alien
holding land.

Provided that-

(@ landmay beacquired andtitletheretomay vestinandienif
licensed under the provisionsof section 6;

(b) landmay beacquired andtitlethereto may vestinandienif
thesameissituate within the boundaries of acity or townand
thetotal areaheld by any alien doesnot inthe aggregate
exceed one-haf acreor if the sameissituate outsdethe
boundaries of acity or town and thetotal areaheld by any
alien doesnot inthe aggregate exceed ten acres;

() nothingcontainedinthisAct shall affect thetitleto an estate
inland vested in an dien at thecommencement of thisAct;

(d) nothing containedinthisAct shal affect theright of andien
deviseeunder awill to receivethe proceeds of salefromland
the subject of adevise.
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Titletolandin
dienvoid.

Alien licensed to
hold land.

5. Any deed, conveyance, certificate of title, fiat, vesting assent or other
assurance of land whatsoever purporting to convey, transfer, vest or evidence
titletoalegd or equitableestateinlandtoor inandien contrary totheprovisons
of thisAct shal for that purpose bevoid and of no effect.

6.-(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 4, the Minister may inhis
discretion grant to an alien alicenceto acquireand to hold an estatein land,
subject to suchtermsand conditionsin thelicence specified ashemay think fit
for thedevelopment of thesaid land.

(2) Every licenceissued under theprovisionsof thissection shal berecorded
inthe General Registry asadeed.

(3) TheMinigter may fromtimetotimealter, amend or extend theprovisons
of any licence granted hereunder and any ateration, amendment or extension
shall berecorded inthe General Registry asadeed.

(4) Breachof any termor conditioninalicenceissued under theprovisons
of thissection shd |l render thelicencevoidable.

(5) TheMinister may, by noticeinwriting, giveto alicenseethree months
to comply with any term or condition of alicence which has been breached,
andif thelicenseefallsto comply withinthetime specified theMinister may, by
noticeinwriting to thelicensee, declarethelicencevoid.

(6) TheMinister may record asadeed a the Generd Registry acancelation
of alicencethat hasbecomevoid and theland in respect of whichthelicence
has been issued and all buildings, fixtures and appurtenancesthereon shall
forthwith beforfeited to the Crown.

(7) TheMinister may fromtimetotimeby Order published inthe Gazette,
makeregulations-

(@ setting out thetermsand conditionswhich shal apply to
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AliensLandholding [CAP. 179 7

licencesgranted under thissection;
(b)  determiningtheduration of licencesgranted hereunder;

() setting out the procedure by which applicationsfor licences
may be made and prescribing theform of licence, deed of
cancellation, notice and other documentsfor useunder the
provisionsof thissection or regul ations made thereunder;

(d) dlowingtheMinister to administer interrogatoriesand to
obtain discovery of documentsfrom any applicant or
licenseefor the enforcement of thisAct; or

() fortheproper and dueimplementation of theprovisionsof
thissection.

(8) Wheretheconditionsof alicence havebeenfulfilled to the satisfaction
of theMinigter, theMinister shall grant thelicensee acertificate declaring that
thelicence shall nolonger be voidable and the same shall berecordedinthe
General Registry asadeed.

7.-(1) Any personaggrieved by theMinister’ snoticegivenunder theprovisons — Appeal from
of section 6 (5) may, within fourteen days of receipt thereof, appea tothe Minister's
Supreme Court for areview of theMinister’sdecision. notice.

(2) Thecourt shdl, withintheperiod of three monthsprovided in section 6
(5), review dl thefactsand argumentsrel ating to the breach complained of in
theMinister’ snotice, and may declarethe Minister’snoticevoid if no breach
hasoccurred, or if abreach hasoccurred may impose afine upon thelicensee
not exceeding ten thousand dollars, or declaretheland in respect of whichthe
licence had beenissued and al buildings, fixturesand appurtenancesthereon
forfeited to the Crown. The court may also make recommendationsto the
Minister in caseswhereonly afine hasbeenimpaosed for theimplementation of
thelicensee' sobligationsunder thelicence.
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Prohibition of
transferring shares
inlicensedalien
company.

Prohibition against
holding land or
sharesfor alien.

(3) TheChief Justicemay, withtheapprova of the Minister, makerules
for the commencement, hearing and disposal of such appedls.

8.-(1) Wherealicencehasbeen granted under section6toanaienthatisa
company it shall bean offencefor any of the sharesor stock inthe sameto be
issued or transferred to another alien without the permission of the Minister
expressed inwriting.

(2) Itshal beanoffencefor any of the sharesor stock inany company in
which title to land veststo be issued or transferred to an alien so that the
company isdeemed to be under aien control in accordancewith the provisons
of section 3without the permission of the Minister expressed inwriting.

(3) Itshdl beanaoffencefor any of thesharesor stocksinandien company
inwhichtitletoland veststo beissued or transferred to an alien who isnot
dready holding sharesor stocksin the same company without the permission
of theMinister expressedinwriting.

(4) Every director, manager or officer of the company who knowingly
and wilfully authorises or permitstheissue or transfer of sharesor stock
contrary to the provisions of this section shall beliable upon convictionon
indictment to afine not exceeding five thousand dollars and the shares or
stock the subject of the offence shall forthwith beforfeited to the Crown.

9.-(1) It shall bean offencefor any person or corporation astrustee, agent or
otherwise, to holdtitleto thelega estateinland to which the equitable estate
or any portion thereof isvested in an alien contrary to the provisionsof this
Act, or to hold thetitleto sharesor stock astrustee, agent or otherwisefor
and onbehdf of an alienwithout disclosure of the sameinacompany inwhich
tittetolegd or equitableestatein landisvested, except apersond representative
during andinthe courseof administration or arecelver during andinthecourse
of bankruptcy.
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(2) Any person convicted onindictment of an offence under thissection
shdll beliableto afine not exceeding fivethousand dollars, and theland and
buildings, fixturesand appurtenancesthereon or the sharesor stock the subject
of the offence shall forthwith beforfeited to the Crown.

10.-(1) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained inthisAct, the  Declaration of
Minister may by Order published inthe Gazette, declareany areain Belizeto ~ aeatoregulate
beadesignated areafor the purposesof thisAct and may by the said Order set ﬂ"%‘. land-

out termsand conditions under which diensmay, if at all, hold land withinthe ong.
areadesignated.

(2) A breach by an aien of any of thetermsand conditions set out inthe
Order shall bean offence and shall be puni shable onindictment with afine of
fivethousand dollars, and theland and al buildings, fixturesand gppurtenances
thereon the subject of the offence shall forthwith beforfeited to the Crown.

11.-(1)Where land has been forfeited under the provisions of this Act the  Power to enforce
Registrar General, notwithstanding anything to the contrary containedinthe ~ forfeiture.
General Registry Act and any rulesmadethereunder, shall- CAPR 327.

(@ inthecaseof unregistered land, receiveand record asadeed a
memorandum purporting to be signed by theMinister inthe
case of land forfeited under section 6 or by ajudgeof the
Supreme Court inthe case of land forfeited under section 7 or
9or 10sgnifyingtheforfeitureof the samewithout further proof
and thesameshall be evidenceof titlein the Crowntotheland
therein described infeesimpleabsol ute;

(b) inthecaseof registered land, receiveamemorandum signed
by theMinister inthecaseof |and forfeited under section 6 or
by ajudge of the Supreme Court inthe case of land forfeited
under section 7 or 9 or 10 asauthority to cancel theregistered
proprietor’scertificate of titleandtoissuea Transfer Certificate
of Titleinrespect of theland in the memorandum describedin
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10 CAP. 179] AliensLandholding

favour of the Crown asregistered proprietor of thesamein
feesmpleabsolute.

(2) Where sharesor stock in acompany have been forfeited under
theprovisionsof thisAct it shall belawful for the Crown to beregistered as
proprietor of the same upon presentati on of amemorandum purporting to be
signed by ajudge of the Supreme Court signifying theforfeiture aforesaid.
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