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CHAPTER 186
CAP 151, LAND REFORM (SECURITY OF TENURE)
R.E. 1980-1990.
90f 1962. 1
A00F 1963, [1st January, 1961]
Commencement.
PART |
Preliminary
Shorttitle. 1 Thismay be cited asthe Land Reform (Security of Tenure) Act.
Interpretation. 2.-(1) InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires:-
“application”, inrelationto al.and Tribunal, meansan application made
pursuant to sections 13 (6), 14, 15 or 22;
“building” includeshouses, rooms, flats, gpartmentsand partsthereof;
“court” meansthe Supreme Court or adistrict court;
“land” includesbuildings, housesand other structuresand erectionsthereon;
“landlord” meansany person who under any tenancy is, asbetween himself
and thetenant for thetime being, entitled to the rentsand profitsof theland
or building;
CAP 191 “national land” hasthe meaning assigned to it by section 2 of the National
LandsAct;
! This Act received the Governor’s assent on 26th March, 1962, but by section 28 (which is not
reprinted) the Act was deemed to have commenced on 1st January, 1961.
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Land Reform (Security of Tenure) [CAP. 186 7

“Tribuna” meansal and Tribunal established under section 8;

“milpatenancy” meansaperiodic tenancy under acontract, expressor
implied, entitling thetenant to hold for oneyear theexclusive possession of a
parcel of land for thegrowing of anannual crop in contemplation that in each
year after thefirst year of thetenancy the sameor adifferent parcel of land
will beallotted to thetenant by thelandlord for the tenant to hold for one
year theexclusive possession thereof for the growing of an annual crop;

“notice of increase of rent” meansanotice served by alandlord on atenant
pursuant to section 13 (1), (2) and (3);

“rent” meansthe sum of money or other ascertainable consideration payable
by thetenant for the possession of theland or building;

“tenancy towhichthisAct applies’ meansatenancy towhichthisAct applies
by virtue of section 3 (1);

“tenant” meansany person entitled in possession to theland or building under
any contract of tenancy whether theinterest of such tenant wasacquired by
original contract, assignment, operation of law or otherwise;

“town” hasthemeaning assignedtoit by section 2 of theLand Tax Act. CAP.58.

2 Thedesignationsof landlord and tenant shal continueto apply
to the partiesuntil the conclusion of any proceedingstaken under or in
pursuance of thisAct.

PART Il
Provisions as to Contracts of Tenancy to which Act applies

3.-(1) ThisAct shall apply to every tenancy asdefined in section 3 of the Tenancies to

Landlord and Tenant Act which existsat thedate of commencement of this ~~ Whi lf;‘h Act
applies.
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CAP189.

CAP 189.

CAP. 189.

Termination of
tenancies to
which Act applies.

Act inrespect to any land, other than national land or land within atown, or
ishereafter created in respect to any suchland and which soexistsor is
created under acontract which-

(@ isnotinwriting; or

(b) does not provide for aterm certain of more than two
years; or

(© does providefor aterm certain of more than two years
and contains a provision whereby either thelandlord or
the tenant may terminate the tenancy by less than six
months' notice for any reason other than that of non-
observance or of non-compliance with any of the
provisions of the contract of tenancy; or

(d) providesfor anindeterminateterm,

and to every milpatenancy which exists at the date of the commencement
of thisAct inrespect to any such land or is hereafter created in respect to
any suchland.

2 Except in sofar asisotherwise provided by thisAct, atenancy
towhichthisAct appliesshall, subject to the Landlord and Tenant Act, have
the same qualitiesand incidents asatenancy from year to year would have
under thecommon law of England notwithstanding anything contained inthe
Landlord and Tenant Act and except as so otherwise provided the Landlord
and Tenant Act shall apply to every suchtenancy.

4.-(1) Every tenancy towhichthisAct gppliesshal bedeemedtobeaholding
of land under acontract for the exclusive possession of atermwhich shall not
cometo anend unless-
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Land Reform (Security of Tenure) [CAP. 186 9

)] subject to subsection (2), it isterminated on 31st December
of any year of thetenancy, either by the landlord or the
tenant, by not lessthan twelve months' noticeto quit in
writing according to Form 1 inthe First Schedule; or First Schedule.
Form 1.
(b) itisterminated in the circumstances described in subsection
(2) or (3) orinsection5; or

(©) it isterminated by the surrender of the tenancy to the
landlord or by the abandonment of the tenancy by the
tenant; or

(d) itisterminated by right of re-entry or forfeiture pursuant
to section 15 of the Landlord and Tenant Act or by virtue  CAP 189.
of thelaw relating to re-entry or forfeiture or relief in case
of non-payment of rent.

2 A milpatenancy may also beterminated if beforethelast day of
February of each year of thetenancy, thelandlord and thetenant fail to agreeas
to thesituation or boundariesof theparcel of land to beheld for that year under
themilpatenancy by thetenant or if thelandlord refusesto all ot to thetenant a
parcel of land for that year and in such event, the milpatenancy shall, for the
purposesof thisAct, bedeemed to have been terminated by thelandlord onthe
last day of February.

3 Wherethetenant of amilpatenancy holdsof thesamelandliorda
tenancy defined in section 3 of the Landlord and Tenant Act andtowhichthis CAP.189.
Act gppliesand onwhichisstuated abuildinginwhich heresdesto enablehim
to work the milpatenancy, thelandlord shall not without the consent of the
tenant terminate either the mil patenancy or such other tenancy by ancticeto
quit served under subsection (1) (&) but if such consent isgiven and such notice
isservedinrespect of either of thetenancies, such noticeshd| operatetoterminate
both tenanci es, notwithstanding that thetenancy of theonemay havecommenced
inadifferent year fromthat of the other.
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10 CAP. 186] Land Reform (Security of Tenure)

4 Wherethetenant of amilpatenancy holdsof thesamelandlord

CAP.189. atenancy defined in section 3 of the Landlord and Tenant Act and to which

thisAct gppliesand onwhichisstuateabuildinginwhich heresidesto enable

himtowork the milpatenancy and the milpatenancy isat any timeterminated

by the happening of any of the events mentioned in subsection (2), thetenant

may at any time within the month of March of the year in which themilpa

tenancy isso terminated serve notice on thelandlord according to Form 2in

First Schedule. theFirst Scheduleof hisintention to vacate thetenancy of such other land and

Form2. by such noticethetenancy of such other land shall be deemed to beterminated
by thelandlord on 1st April inthat year.

Further 5.-(1) Where the tenant of atenancy to which this Act applies has been

f;om"i' ﬁ;’i”;na; 0 servedwithanoticeof increaseof rent, and either doesnot makean application

tenancies. toaTribunal within thetimeallowed by section 14 to have determined the
question whether theincreased rent demanded by the landlord ought to be
allowed or not, or makes such application and the rent payable by himin
respect of thetenancy to which the application relatesisincreased by either
theTribuna or by the Minister on review, hemay, if heconsidersheisunable
to pay therent soincreased, serve on thelandlord anotice according to Form

First Schedule. 3intheFirst Schedule.

Form3.

2 A notice served by thetenant onthelandlord under subsection

(1) shall in any casewhere no application hasbeen madetoaTribuna by the
tenant withinthetime allowed by section 14, be served within one month of
thedate of the expiration of the period within which thetenant under section
14 may make applicationto a Tribunal and inthe case where an application
has been made by thetenant to a Tribunal, within onemonth of the date of the
decision reached by the Tribuna on such application:

Providedthat, if either thelandlord or thetenant shall withinthetime
alowed by section 12 (1) apply tothe Minigter to havereviewed thedecision
reached by the Tribunal, such notice shall be served within one month of the
date on which the decision of the Minister iscommuni cated to the parties
affected by it.
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Land Reform (Security of Tenure) [CAP. 186 11

3 Where a notice is served by a tenant on a landlord under
subsection (1), thetenancy towhichit relatesshal | be deemed to beterminated
by thelandlord-

@ in any case where no application ismade by the tenant to
aTribunal within thetime allowed by section 14, on 1st
January of the year after the year in which the notice of
increase of rent was served by the landlord on the tenant,
or, if such last mentioned notice specified alater day, then
on such later day; and

(b) in any case where an application is made by the tenant to
aL.and Tribunal withinthetimeallowed by section 14, and

() the Tribunal doesnot fix aday on and fromwhich
theincreased rent has effect, on 1st January of the
year after the year in which the notice of increase
of rent was served by the landlord on the tenant,
or, if such last mentioned notice specified alater
day, then on such later day;

(in) the Tribunal doesfix aday on and fromwhichthe
increased rent has effect, on the day fixed by the
Tribund:

Providedthat if either thelandlord or thetenant shall, within thetime
allowed by section 12 (1), apply tothe Minister to havereviewed thedecision
reached by the Tribunal, the tenancy shall terminate on the day fixed by the
Minister asthe day on and from which theincreased rent haseffect, or, if the
Minister fail stofix such day, then ontheday fixed by the Tribund astheday on
and fromwhich theincreased rent has effect, or, if both the Minister and the
Tribunal failstofix such day, then onthe day determined in accordance with
subparagraph (i) of paragraph (b) of thissubsection.
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CAP 189.

First Schedule.
Form2.

Provisions as to
notices
terminating
tenancies to
which Act applies.

Manner of service
of notices
terminating
tenancies to
which Act applies.
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4 Wherethetenant of amilpatenancy holdsof thesamelandlord
atenancy defined in section 3 of the Landlord and Tenant Act and to which
thisAct gppliesand onwhichisstuateabuildinginwhich heresidesto enable
him to work the milpatenancy and either the milpatenancy or such other
tenancy isterminated by virtue of theforegoing provisionsof thissection, or
by virtue of section4 (1) (d), thetenant may, in respect of thetenancy not so
terminated, at any timewithin onemonth of theday onwhich theother tenancy
issoterminated, serve noticeonthelandlord according to Form 2inthe First
Scheduleof hisintention to vacate the tenancy not so terminated and by such
notice such last mentioned tenancy shall be deemed to beterminated by the
landlord onthefirst day of the month after the month inwhichisserved the
notice under this subsection.

6. Every noticeto terminate atenancy towhichthisAct appliesor which
by virtue of theprovisonsof thisAct operatesto terminate such tenancy, shall
be signed by thelandlord or, asthe case may be, by thetenant or by the agent
or attorney-at-law of thelandlord or tenant.

7.-(1) Serviceof anoticetoterminate atenancy towhichthisAct appliesor
which by virtue of the provisonsof thisAct operatesto terminate such tenancy,
may be effected either personally on the person to be served, or by mailingit
by registered post or by leaving it with any adult person at the place of abode
of the personto be served, or, if the person to be served cannot be found and
the place of hisabode either isnot known or admission thereto cannot be
obtained, then by mailingit by registered post to thelast known address of the
person to beserved, or, if such personisthetenant, then by postingit on some
conspicuousplaceontheland.

2 For the purposes of subsection (1), whereeither thelandlord
or thetenant isacompany or apartnership or joint ownersor tenants, asthe
case may be, the expression “person to be served” shall, in the case of a
company, mean the secretary of the company, and in any other case any one
of the partners, joint ownersor joint tenants.
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Land Reform (Security of Tenure) [CAP. 186 13

PART Il
Provisionsasto Land Tribunals

8.-(1) For thepurposesof thisAct, there shall be established such number of  Establishment,

Land Tribunasasthe Minister may think fit. jurisdiction and
constitution of

(2 ALand Tribunal shall consist of a Chairman and two other Land Tribunals.

membersand shall havejurisdiction over such areaasthe Minister may by

Order published in the Gazette appoint. 400f 1963.
3 Where any land, the subject of an applicationtoaTribunal, is

Stuatewithintheareaof morethanone Tribund, the Tribuna towhich application

isfira madeshal bethe Tribuna to determinetheissueraised by theapplication.

4 The Chairman of each Tribunal shall beamagistrateand thetwo
other membersshall be appointed by the Minister fromapanel of personsfrom
timeto timeapproved by theMinigter.

5) TheCharman of each Tribund shdl havedl thepowersconferred
onameagistratewith respect to the summoning of witnesses, theissueof warrants
to compel the attendance of any person or the production of any document
relevant to the proceedings before the Tribunal and the maintenance of order at
gttingsof the Tribunal.

(6) The expenses of a Tribunal shall be defrayed out of moneys
provided by the National Assembly.

9.-(1) Each Tribuna shall meet at suchtimesand placesastheChairmanmay  Meetings and
appoint, and such meetingsshall be opentothepublic. procedure of
Tribunals.
2 The Chairman of each Tribunal shall presideat all meetings of
the Tribunal and a Tribunal shall meet from time to time with or without
adjournment to determineany applicationmadetoit.
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14 CAP. 186] Land Reform (Security of Tenure)

(3 Atthehearing of any application, either party to the gpplication
may attend in person or, if not present in person, may berepresented by an
attorney-at-law or by an agent authorised inwriting in that behalf and either
party may give evidence on oath or affirmation and shall havetheright to
obtain from the Chairman of the Tribunal summonsesfor witnessesto appear
at the hearing and give evidence on oath or affirmation or giveevidenceand
produce any books, deeds, papers, writingsor articlesin their possession.

4 If, ontheday appointed for the hearing of an application, either
thelandlord or the tenant or the attorney-at-law or agent of either of them
shdll, without reasonable excuse, fail to appear, aTribund may initsdiscretion
adjourn the hearing of the applicationto alater day or may proceed with the
hearing of the gpplication intheabsence of the party not attending and whether
hisagent or attorney-at-law be present or not and, if both thelandlord and the
tenant and their attorneys-at-law and agents, without reasonable excuse, fail
to appear on the day appointed for the hearing of an application, aTribunal
may initsdiscretion adjournthehearingto alater day or dismissthegpplication.

(5) Subject tothisAct, every Tribuna shall have power toregulate
itsown proceedings.

Provisions as to 10.-(2) Subject to subsection (2), adecision of aTribuna shall bethedecision
decisions of of themajority of personsserving onthat Tribunal.
Tribunals.
2 In the event of the members of the Tribunal being each of a
different opinion, theopinion of the Chairman of the Tribuna shdl bethedecison
of the Tribund.

3 All questionsof law or practice or usage having theforceof law
shall be decided solely by the Chairman of the Tribuna whoseruling asto
whether any questionisaquestion of law or practice or usage having theforce
of law shal bebinding onthe Tribunal and the partiesto the application.
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Land Reform (Security of Tenure) [CAP. 186 15

4 Every decision of aTribunal with respect to the determination of
an application shal beannounced by the Chairman of thesitting of the Tribunal
at whichthedecisionisreached, and shall be-

@ reduced into writing with the reasonstherefor stated,;
(b) signified under the hand of the Chairman; and

(©) enforceable asif it were adecision given by the district
court of thejudicial district withinwhich the Tribunal has
jurisdiction.

(5) On the determination of an application, the Chairman of the
Tribunal which heard the application may award such costsnot in excessof the
costs set forth in the tablesin the Scheduleto the Inferior CourtsActashe CAP %4
thinksfit.

(6) Any costsawarded on the determination of an application shall
be apportioned by the Chairman of the Tribuna inlikemanner ascostsset forth
inthetablesinthe Scheduletothelnferior CourtsAct areapportionedandshal  CAP 94.
berecoverable asif they were an award of the district court of thejudicial
digtrict withinwhichthe Tribund hasjurisdiction.

11.-(1) All actsdoneby any sitting of aTribuna shdll, notwithstanding thatitis  validation of acts
afterwards discovered that there was a defect in the appointment or a and documents
disqualification of aperson purporting to beamember thereof, beasvalid asif  °f Land

that defect or disqualification had not existed. Tribundls,
2 Any document purporting to be adocument issued by or on
behalf of the Chairman of aTribunad or by or on behalf of aTribunal shal, until
the contrary isproved, be deemed to be adocument so issued.
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Power of Minister
toreview
decisions of
Tribunals.

First Schedule.
Form4.

CAP. 9%4.

12.-(1) A landlord or tenant aggrieved by adecision of aTribuna may, within
onemonth of the decision reached, apply to the Minister by noticeinwriting
accordingto Form4intheFirst Schedulefor areview of thedecision of the
Tribund.

2 For the purposes of thissection, adecision of aTribunal shall
not includethe decision of the Tribuna to dismissan application by reason of
thefailurewithout reasonable excuse, of thelandlord and thetenant and their
attorneys-at-law and agentsto appear on the day appointed for the hearing of
the application or the decision of the Tribunal with respect to an application
made under section 13 (6).

(3) Every noticefor areview of thedecision of aTribunal shall be
accompanied by afeeof ten dollarswhich shall be paid into the Consolidated
Revenue Fund, and acopy of the decision of the Tribunal certified by the
Chairman of the Tribunal and stating thereasonsfor the decis on together with
acopy of the application madeto the Tribunal shall accompany the notice of
review.

4 Onthereview of adecision of aTribuna the Minister may-

€)) require the Chairman of a Tribunal to submit the
proceedings before the Tribunal or a certified copy
thereof;

(b) seek the advice of such persons as he may think fit, and

and may, subject to sections 17 and 22 (4), confirm, reverse, vary or otherwise
amend thedecision of the Tribunal, and may amend any award of costsmade
by the Tribund, so, however, that any costsawarded by the Minister shall not
bein excessof the costs set forth in the tablesin the Scheduleto the Inferior
CourtsAct.

(5 WheretheMinigter fixesasaday onand fromwhichany increase
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Land Reform (Security of Tenure) [CAP. 186 17

of rent shall become payable, being alater day than that fixed by the Tribunal
pursuant to section 16 (6), such later day shall be aday within three months of
theday sofixed by the Tribunal.

(6) The decision of the Minister on areview of the decision of a
Tribund shdl bereducedintowritingand shdl befind andbindingonthelandiord
and tenant to whom it shall be communi cated as soon as practicable and such
decision shall be enforceableand any costsawarded shall berecoverableasif
the decision or award were adecision or award of the district court of the
judicid digtrict withinwhichthe Tribuna hasjurisdiction.

(7 Except as provided by this section, no proceedingswhether by
waly of appeal, review, certiorari or otherwisemay beingtituted inrespecttoa
decisonof aTribuna or of theMinister.

PART IV
Provisions as to Rent

13.-(1) Theamount of any rent payablein respect of atenancy towhichthis Increase of rent.
Act applies, shall not at any time beincreased during the continuance of the

tenancy unlesstheland ord servesnotice on thetenant of suchincreasenot less

than six monthsprior to 1st January of theyear after theyear inwhichthenotice

isserved.

2 A naticeof increasedf rent shdl beinwritingsgned by thelandlord
or hisauthorised agent and shall specify aday, not being aday earlier than 1st
January of theyear after theyear in which thenoticeisserved, astheday on
and from which theincreased rent has effect, and shall statetheamount of the
rent to be paid on and from that day.

3 A noticeof increase of rent shal not state asthe day onandfrom
which theincreased rent has effect any day other than aday on which rent
normally fallsdueunder the provisionsof the contract of tenancy.
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First Schedule.
Formb5.

Right of tenant to
dispute a notice
of increase of
rent.

First Schedule.
Form®6.

Application to
Tribunal for
reduction of rent.
First Schedule.
Form7.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

4 Serviceof anoticeof increase of rent shall be effected inthe
manner provided by section 7 (1) for the service of anoticetoterminate a
tenancy towhichthisAct applies.

(5) Wheretherent payablein respect of atenancy towhichthis
Act applieswasincreased on the day of commencement of thisAct or at any
timeafter that day and prior to theday onwhichthisAct wasfirst publishedin
the Gazette after the Governor assented to its enactment, and the tenant has
onsuchfirst mentioned day or at any timewithin such period paid asrent any
amount in excessof theamount payableastherent of thetenancy immediately
prior toitsbeingincreased, thelandlord shall within one month of the day of
such publication refund to the tenant such excess of rent.

(6) If alandlord failsto comply with subsection (5), thetenant may,
at any time by noticeinwriting according to Form 5inthe First Schedule,
apply tothe Tribunal having jurisdictionintheareainwhichthelandtowhich
histenancy relatesissituate, for therecovery of such amount of excessrent
paid by him ashe satisfiesthe Tribunal isdueand owing to him.

14. Wherenaoticeof increaseof rent isserved by thelandlord on thetenant
of atenancy towhichthisAct appliesthetenant may, if he considersthat the
rent ought not to beincreased or that theamount of theincreaseisunjustified
or that the day specified inthenoticeof increase of rent astheday onandfrom
whichtheincreaseisto have effect ought to be postponed, by noticeinwriting
according to Form 6 inthe First Schedul e apply within one month after the
dateof receipt of thenaticeof increase of rent tothe Tribund havingjurisdiction
intheareain whichtheland the subject of thetenancy isstuate, to haveany or
all such mattersdetermined.

15.-(1) Subject to subsection (2), thetenant of atenancy to whichthisAct
appliesmay, at any timeby noticeinwriting accordingto Form 7 inthe First
Schedule, apply to the Tribunal having jurisdictionintheareain whichthe
land, the subject of thetenancy issituate, to havereduced on and fromthe day
onwhich such applicationismadethe amount of rent payableby himin respect
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Land Reform (Security of Tenure) [CAP. 186 19

to such tenancy.

2 No application under subsection (1) shall bemade by the same
tenant in respect to the sametenancy within twelve monthsof aprevioussuch
gpplication madeby him.

16.-(1) Withinfourteen days of the receipt of anotice of applicationmade  Procedure of
under section 13 (6) or under section 14 or 15, the Chairman of the Tribunal to  Tribunal on
which the applicationismadeshall causeto beserved onthelandiordandthe  @Pplication

) e . . under section 14
tenant anotice specifying the date onwhich, theplacewhereand thetimeat ;=
whichthe Tribund shdl sit to hear and determinethe gpplication and every such
notice served on thelandlord shall be accompanied by acopy of the notice of

application of thetenant.

2 Serviceof anotice under subsection (1) shall be effected inthe
manner provided by section 7 (1) for the service of anoticeto terminatea
tenancy towhichthisAct applies.

3 On the hearing of an application made under section 14, the
burden of proving that the rent ought to beincreased shal lieuponthelandlord
and, if any question arisesasto the date on and from which such increase shall
takeeffect, theburden of proving that such date ought to be postponed shdll lie
upon thetenant.

4 On the hearing of an application made under section 15, the
burden of proving that therent ought to bereduced shall lie upon the tenant.

5) Wherethe Tribund towhich an gpplicationismade under section
14 or 15issatisfied that the rent ought to beincreased to the amount demanded
by thelandlord, or, asthe case may be, reduced to the amount claimed by the
tenant, the Tribuna shall direct that the amount of rent so demanded or claimed
shall betherent payable, but if the Tribund isnot so satisfied, it may direct that
theamount of theincrease, or reduction of rent so demanded or claimed be
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Nature of use that
shall determine
questions of
increase of rent.

reduced by such amount asit considersjust or that noincrease or reduction of
rent be allowed.

(6) Wherethe Tribuna towhichan applicationismadeunder section
14 issatisfied that the rent ought to beincreased and that the increase ought to
take effect on and from the date specified inthe notice of increase of rent, the
Tribuna shall direct that such increase of rent as pursuant to subsection (5) it
may direct to bepaid, shal become payable on and from such date, and if the
Tribunal issatisfied that therent ought to beincreased but isnot satisfied that
theincrease ought to take effect on and from the date specified in the notice of
increase of rent, the Tribunal shall direct that suchincrease of rent aspursuant
to subsection (5) it may direct to be paid, shall become payable on and from
such date, not being adate morethan six monthsafter the date so specified, as
itshall think just.

17. In determining whether or not on an application made under section
14 or 15 or on areview of such an application any increase or reduction of
rent ought to be allowed and if sotheamount of suchincreaseor reduction, a
Tribuna or, asthe case may be, theMinister shall takeinto consideration only
the usefor which theland was|et under the contract of tenancy and shall not
haveregardto any other usethat might be made or isbeing made of theland.

PART V

Provisions as to Compensation

Tenants 18.  Subject to section 20, where thetenant of atenancy, towhichthisAct

compensationfor  ann)jeshas carried out on theland subject to the tenancy any improvement,

;Jr:;e)?cr)]\?;: ;?ts whether the improvement was or was not an improvement which he was
required to make by thetermsof the contract of tenancy, he shall be entitled
on thetermination of thetenancy or onitsbeing deemed to beterminated by
thelandlord, to obtain from thelandl ord as compensation for any improvement
the benefit of whichisunexhausted, such sumasfairly representstheamount a
willing purchaser of theland would pay for the enhanced va ue of theland:
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Provided that this section shall not apply to-
)] tenant’sfixtures of any kind; or
(b) any building,

which by virtue of section 13 of the Landlord and Tenant Act thetenantis CAP 189.
entitled to remove on the termination of thetenancy or at the election of the
landlord to receive compensation therefor.

19.-(1) Without prejudice to section 18 but subject to subsection (2) and  Tenants
section 20, whereatenancy towhichthisAct appliesisterminated orisdeemed — compensation
to beterminated by thelandlord, thetenant shall be entitled to compensation  fOr disturbance.
for disturbancein such sum asheand thelandlord may agreeor failing agreement

shall beentitledin any case, other thanin the case of amilpatenancy terminated

inthe circumstances mentioned in section 4 (2), to asum equivalent to twenty

per centumof thetotal amount paid or payableto thelandlord asrent during

the continuance of thetenancy, and in the case of amilpatenancy terminatedin
thecircumstancesaforesaid, to forty per centumof thetotal amount so paid or

payable:

Provided that where thetenancy of the tenant has continued for more
than twenty yearsprior to theday onwhichitisterminated or isdeemedto be
terminated by thelandlord, then in determining the amount of compensation
payablefor disturbancein any case wherethelandlord and the tenant fail to
agree upon thesumto bepaid, noregard shall be had to theamount of any rent
paid or payable prior to the twenty yearsimmediately preceding the day on
whichitisterminated or isso deemed to beterminated.

2 Thetenant of atenancy to whichthis Act appliesshall not be
entitled to compensation for disturbancein any casewhere-

(a) he abandons the land, the subject of the tenancy or
surrenderstheland to thelandlord;
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(b) heterminatesthetenancy by anoticeto quit served under
section4 (1) (a) ; or

(© without making applicationto aTribunal inrespecttoa
notice of increase of rent, or, having made such application
in respect to such notice and therent payableisincreased
either by aTribunal or onreview by the Minister, he has
not served on thelandlord anotice as provided by section
5 (1) and hasfailed to pay the whole or any part of the
increased rent as and when it becomes due and payable.

Deductions that 20.  Subjecttosection 21, theremay be deducted from any compensation
may bemadefrom  nayahe pursuant to this Part the amount of any rent due and unpaid by the
;ga%?g?' on tenant under the contract of tenancy to which the compensation relatesand
tenants. such amount as fairly represents any damage suffered by the landlord in
consequence of any wilful act done by the tenant to the land of the tenancy
terminated or deemed to beterminated by thelandlord or in consequence of
any wilful misuseof such land by thetenant.
Compensation, 21.-(1) Any compensation awarded under this Part and not paid shall be
etc, tobetaken  tgken into account by acourt in any casewhere proceedingsareinitiated by
: r;t:c:;g?rl]m; " either thelandlord or thetenant of atenancy in respect to which compensation
Eefore Cou%t and  Wasawarded under this Part for the recovery of any rent, compensation or
Tribunals. damages claimed under the contract of tenancy.

2 Any sum by way of arrears or recovery of rent, or as
compensation or damages awarded by virtue of any proceedingsinitiatedin
any court by either alandlord or atenant under acontract of tenancy inrespect
to which an application for compensation has been made under section 22to
aTribuna and which sum hasnot been paid and isnot asum awarded under

CAP.189. section 13 of the Landlord and Tenant Act, shall betaken into account by a
Tribunal and by the Minister on review of the decision of the tribunal in
determining the amount of the compensation, if any, to be awarded by virtue
of thisPart.
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22.-(1) If thelandlord and thetenant of atenancy towhichthisAct appliesfail
to agree asto theamount of the compensation payableto thetenant under this
Part, either the landlord or the tenant may, within one month of the day on
whichthetenancy isterminated or isdeemed to beterminated by thelandlord,
by noticeinwriting according to Form 8 inthe First Schedule, apply to the
Tribuna havingjurisdictionintheareainwhichtheland held under thetenancy
issituateto have theamount of the compensation so payable determined.

2 Within fourteen days of the receipt of anotice of application
madeunder subsection (1), the Chairman of the Tribuna towhichtheapplication
ismadeshdl causeto be served ontheland ord and thetenant anctice specifying
the date on which, the placewhereand thetimeat which the Tribuna shall Stto
hear and determine the application and every such notice served onthe party
by whom such application has not been made shall be accompanied by acopy
of the notice of application of the party by whom such application has been
made.

3 Serviceof anotice under subsection (2) shall be affected inthe
manner provided by section 7 (1) for the service of anoticeto terminate a
tenancy towhichthisAct applies.

4 I n determining the amount of compensation, if any, payableon
an application made under subsection (1) or in determining theamount, if any,
to be deducted from such compensation, aTribuna andtheMinister onareview
of thedecision of aTribunal shall haveregard only to sections 18, 19, 20, and
21.

23.-(1) Intheevent of alandlord of atenancy towhichthisAct appliesfailing
to pay to thetenant thereof before the day onwhich thetenancy isterminated
or isdeemed to beterminated by thelandl ord thefull amount of the compensation
payable to the tenant under this Part, the tenant shall have the right,
notwithstanding that the tenancy has been terminated or hasbeen so deemed to
beterminated, to retaintheexclusive possess on of theland subject to subsection

().
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CAP. 189.

CAP. 189.

Regulations.
400f 1963.

2 Wherethetenant of atenancy towhichthisAct appliesretains
theexdusive possession of thelandinthecircumstancesmentioned in subsection
(1), heshal be deemed to hold theland under atenancy on sufferancehaving,
subject tothe Landlord and Tenant Act, thesamequalitiesand incidentsasa
tenancy on sufferance would have under the common law of England:

Provided that notwithstanding anything contained in the Landlord and
Tenant Act, atenancy on sufferancearising by virtue of thissectionshal not be
capableof termination by thelandlord until thelandlord has paid to the tenant
thefull amount of the compensation payableto thetenant under thisPart on
thetenancy specified in subsection (1) being terminated or being deemed to
beterminated by thelandlord.

PART VI
Miscellaneous

24.-(1) TheMinister may makeregulationsfor the better carrying out of
thisAct.

2 Without prejudiceto subsection (1), the Minister may make
regul ationswith respect to-

€)) the conduct of proceedings before a Tribunal and the
appointment of membersthereto;

(b) the service of noticeson aTribunal or onthe Minister;

(c) the fees to be paid for the issue of a summons by the
Chairman of a Tribunal or for the furnishing by such
Chairman of any documentsrequired by the Minister on
areview of an application madetoaTribunal;
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(d) theremuneration, including any travelling allowance, to be
paid to amember of aTribunal; and

(e the enforcement of decisionsmade by aTribunal or by the
Minister on areview of adecision of a Tribunal and the
recovery of costsawarded by aTribunal or the Minister.

25.  Whereany conflict or inconsistency arisesbetweenthisActandthe  Provisions of
provisionsof any other law affecting therelationship of landlord and tenant, the  thisAct to
provisionsof thisAct shal prevall. prevail.

26.  Notwithstanding anything contained inthisAct, the Second Schedule  Application of
shall haveeffect inrelation to thetenanciestowhichit applies. Second
Schedule.

27.  Whereby virtueof any actsdoneor proceedingsinitiated prior tothe  Saving.
day onwhichthis Act wasfirst published in the Gazette after the Governor

assented to its enactment, any tenancy to which this Act applieswould be
terminated otherwise than in accordancewith thisAct, on or at any time after

that day, such actsor proceedings, other than an act of service of anotice of

intention to quit by thetenant on thelandlord in accordance with the terms of

the contract of tenancy or thelaw in forceimmediately beforethe day of the
commencement of thisAct, shdl benull and void and of nolegd effect whatever:

Provided that any costs awarded by acourt to either alandlord or a
tenant in any such proceedings shall berecoverable at the suit of theparty in
favour of whom they were awarded.
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FIRST SCHEDULE
FORM 1
[Section4 (1) (a)]

Notice to Terminate Tenancy

TO (statenameof landlord) of (state address)
tenant

| hereby? (asagent or attorney-at-law for X.Y. your landlord
tenant
and on hisbehdlf) giveyou notice'to quit
that itis(my)! (his)tintention to quit

and deliver up possession on 31st December 20  of thelot of land of

(state areaor approximate area of land) and being (state description of the
land) situate at (state place) inthe (state name of district) Digtrict in Belizet
(whichyou hold of (me)* (him)* astenant thereof under the provisionsof the

CAP 186. Land Reform (Security of Tenure) Act
OR
CAP 186. (now held by* (me)* (him)* asyour tenant under the provisions of the Land
Reform (Security of Tenure) Act ).
DATED the day of 20
Signature.
NOTES:
1 Delete whichever is inapplicable.
2. Omit where notice is sent personally by either a landlord or tenant.
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FORM 2
[Sections4 (4) and 5 (4)]

Notice by Tenant of Intention to Vacate Tenancy

TO (state name of landlord) of (state address of landlord).

| hereby* (asagent or attorney-at-law for X.Y. your tenant and on his
behalf) giveyou noticethat itis(my)* (his)* intentionto vacateand deliver up
possession of thelot of land of (insert areaor approximateareaof theland) and
being (insert description of theland) Situate at (Sate place) inthe (state name of
digtrict) Digtrictin Belizenow held by (me)* (him)* astenant thereof under the

provisionsof the Land Reform (Security of Tenure) Act. CAP. 186.
DATED the day of 20
Sgnaure.

NOTE: *Delete whichever is inapplicable.

FORM 3
[Section 5 (1)]

Notice by Tenant of Inability to Pay Increased Rent

To (state name of landlord) of (state address of landlord).

| hereby* (asagent or attorney-at-law for X.Y. your tenant and onhis
behalf) giveyou noticethat (I am)* (heis)* unableto pay theincreased rent
payablein respect of thelot of land of (insert areaor approximate areaof the
land) and being (insert description of theland) situate at (state place) inthe
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(statenameof digtrict) Districtin Belize now held by (me)* (him)* astenant

CAP 186. thereof under the Land Reform (Security of Tenure) Act.
DATED the day of 20
Sgnaure.

NOTE: *Delete whichever is inapplicable.

FORM 4
[Section 12 (1)]

Notice of Application for Review of Decision of a Land Tribunal

TO The Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Natural Resources.

| hereby* (asagent or attorney-at-law for X.Y. of
and on hisbeha ) make applicationto theMinister of Natural Resources, for
areview by theMinister of the decision (acertified copy of whichisattached)

given on the day of 20 by theLand Tribunal for
(stateareaover whichthe Tribund hasjurisdiction) with respect to the attached
goplication.
DATED the day of 20
Signature.

NOTE: *Delete whichever is inapplicable.
The above application must be accompanied by a fee of five dollars ($5.00).
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FORM 5
[Section 13 (6)]

Notice of Application to Land Tribunal to Recover Excess Rents Paid

TO: Esq., of Chairman
of theLand Tribund for (state areaover which the Tribuna hasjurisdiction).

| hereby* (asagent or attorney-at-law for X.Y. of and on hisbehalf)
make application to the Land Tribunal over whichyou presideas Chairmanto
recover thesum of $ centsbeing the amount of the excess
rentspaid by (me)* (him)* (onthe 1st day of January, 1961)* (after the 1st
day of January, 1961)*, and prior to the day of 1962, to
of the landlord of the lot
of land of (dateareaor gpproximateareaof theland) and being (state description
of theland) Situateat (state place) inthe (state nameof digtrict) Digtrict whichis
now held by (me)* (him)* astenant thereof under the Land Reform (Security  CAP.186.
of Tenure) Act.

DATED the day of 20
Signature.

NOTE: *Delete whichever is inapplicable.
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FORM 6
[Section 14]

Notice of Application by a Tenant objecting to a Notice
of Increase of Rent

TO: Esq., of
Chairman of the Land Tribunal for (state areaover which the Tribunal has
juridiction).

| hereby* (as agent or attorney-at-law for X.Y. of and on behalf)
meake applicationto theLand Tribuna over whichyou presdeasChairmanas
()* (he)* object(s)* tothenoticeof increase of rent served on (me)* (him)*
by (my)* (his)* landlord (state nameof landlord) of (state addressof landlord)
with respect to thelot of land of (state areaor approximate areaof theland)
and being (state description of theland) situate at (state place) inthe (state
name of district) Districtin Belize of which (1 am)* (heis)* thetenant under

CAP 186. theLand Reform (Security of Tenure) Act.

Thegroundsof (my)* (his)* objection are-

*(@) anincrease of therent payablein respect of thesaid
landisunjustified;

*(b) anincreaseof therent payablein respect of thesaid
land isjustified but theincrease demanded is excessive;

*(c) theday asand from which anincrease of therent of the
said land should take effect ought to be postponed.

DATED the day of 20

Signature.
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NOTE: *Delete whichever is inapplicable.

FORM 7
[Section 15 (1)]

Notice of Application by a Tenant for Reduction of Rent

TO: Esq., of Chairman of
theLand Tribunal (stateareaover whichthe Tribunal hasjurisdiction).
| hereby (as agent or attorney-at-law for X.Y. of and on hisbehalf)* make
applicationtothe Land Tribunal over which you preside as Chairmanto have
reduced therent payable by (me) * (him) * with respect to thelot of land of
(state areaor approximate area of theland) and being (state description of the
land) situate at (state place) in the (state name of district) District in Belize of
which (1 am)* (heis)* thetenant of (State nameof landlord) of (state address of

landlord) under the Land Reform (Security of Tenure) Act. CAR 186.
DATED the day of 20
Signature.

*Delete whichever is inapplicable.
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FORM 8
[Section22 (1)]

Notice of Application to Land Tribunal to Determine Compensation

TO: Esq., of Chairman
of theLand Tribunal for (Sate areaover whichthe Tribunal hasjurisdiction).

| hereby (asagent or attorney-at-law for X.Y. of

and on hisbehalf) * make application to the Land Tribunal over which you

preside as Chairman to have determined the amount of the compensation

payablein respect of thetermination of thetenancy of thelot of land of (state

areaor approximate areaof theland) and being (state description of theland)

Stuate at (state place) inthe (state name of district) District of which (I am)*
CAP 186. (heig)* the (landlord)* (tenant)* under the Land Reform (Security of Tenure)

Act.

The (landlord)* (tenant)* of thesaid land is(state name) and his
addressis (state address).

DATED the day of 20
Signature.

NOTE: *Delete whichever is inapplicable.
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SECOND SCHEDULE
[Section 26]
1.-(1) Forthepurposesof thisSchedule, unlessthecontrary intentiongppears-  Interpretation.

“publication day” meansthe day onwhichthisActisor wasfirst publishedin
the Gazette after the Governor assented to itsenactment;

“tenancy” meansatenancy terminated onthe 1% January, 1961, or at any time
after that day and prior to the publication day, which at thetimeof itstermination
wasatenancy towhichthisAct applies;

“termination” inrelationtoatenancy shdl, withitsgrammatica variations, mean
that thetenancy hasbeenterminated by virtueof alaw governingthere ationship
of landlord and tenant in forceimmediately beforethe 1t January, 1961.

2 Where, under the provisions of this Schedule, atenancy is
declared to be terminated, that expression shall, unlessthe provisionsof this
Scheduleexpresdy provideto the contrary, be construed to mean that thelegal
relationship of landlord and tenant has ceased to exist but the designations of
landlord and tenant shall continueto apply to the partiesfor the purposesof the
provisonsof thisSchedule.

2.-(1) Whereatenancy hasbeen terminated and on the publication day the Provisions as to
tenant isin possession of theland towhich thetenancy related, then, subjectto  terminated

the provisionsof paragraph (2) of thisarticle, thetenancy terminated shall on :ﬁgél‘”aﬁ':fs":’:ere
that day, notwithstanding thetermination thereof, reviveand continueasatenancy possession of
towhichthisAct appliesand, subject to the provisionsof thisAct, shall SO the tenant on the
continue upon thetermsand conditionsof the contract of tenancy whichapplied  publication day.

theretoimmediately beforethetermination thereof:

Provided that, therent payablein the case of atenancy sorevivingand
continuing shal, if it wasincreased onthe 1st January, 1961, or at any timeafter
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that day and prior to the publication day, be, as on and from the day the
tenancy sorevivesand continues, therent that was payableimmediately before
itwasincreased unlessor until it isincreased or reduced in accordance with
theprovisionsof Part IV of thisAct.

2 Where on the publication day atenant isin possession of the
land which washeld under atenancy that has been terminated, the tenancy
shdl not revive and continue asprovided by paragraph (1) of thisarticleinany
case wherethetenancy wasterminated-

€)) by noticeto quit served on thelandlord by thetenant in
accordance with the terms of the contract of tenancy or
of the law applicablethereto; or

(b) by right of re-entry or forfeiture pursuant to the provisions
CAP.189. of section 15 of the Landlord and Tenant Act or by virtue
of thelaw relating to re-entry or forfeitureor relief in case

of non-payment of rent.

3 A tenant in possession on the publication day of theland which
washeld under atenancy that hasbeen terminated, may, inthe casewherethe
tenancy revives and continues pursuant to paragraph (1) of thisarticle, by

First Schedule. notice according to Form 2 inthe First Schedul e served in accordancewith

Form2. section 7 (1) of thisAct on thelandlord within one month of the publication
day, declare hisintention to vacate the tenancy and by such noticethetenancy
shdl be deemed to beterminated by thelandlord on thefirst day of themonth
after themonthinwhich thenoticeisserved by virtue of thelaw governing the
relationship of landlord and tenant in force on the 1st January, 1961.

4 Where atenancy isterminated by virtue of the provisions of
paragraph (3) of thisarticlethetenant shall upon thetermination thereof become
entitled to compensation for improvement asprovided by Part V of thisAct
but shall not be entitled to compensation for disturbance as so provided.
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3.-(1) Whereatenancy hasbeen terminated and on the publication day the Provisions as to

tenant isnot in possession of theland to which thetenancy related, thetenant ~ terminated

shall beentitled to compensation for improvement asprovided by Part V of this :ﬁg?”aﬁ'ﬁs"m?ii

Act and, subject to the provisions of paragraphs (2) and (3) of thisarticle,be o possession

entitled to compensation for disturbance as so provided. of the tenant on
the publication

2 Whereonthe publication day atenantisnotin possession of the  day-
land which washeld under atenancy that has been terminated, he shall not be

entitled to compensation for disturbancein any casethetenancy wasterminated-

@ by anoticeto quit served onthelandlord by thetenant in
accordance with thetermsof the contract of tenancy or of
the law applicablethereto; or

(b) because he has abandoned the land, the subject of the
tenancy, or surrendered the land to the landlord.

3 If within one month of the publication day, the landlord of a
terminated tenancy of which thetenant wasnot in possession of theland onthe
publication day, shdl by noticeinwritinginvitethetenant toresumehisoccupation
of theland asthetenant of atenancy to whichthisAct appliesand, subject to
the provisions of thisAct, upon the terms and conditions of the contract of
tenancy which applied theretoimmediately beforethe termination thereof, and
thetenant shall rgject suchinvitation for any reason other than that thelandisin
the occupation of some person other than thelandlord, thetenant shall not be
entitled to compensation for disturbance asprovided by Part V of thisAct.

4 Therent payableinthe caseof aterminated tenancy, theoccupation
of whichisresumed by thetenant under the provisionsof paragraph (3) of this
article, shall, if it wasincreased on the 1st January 1961, or at any time after
that day and prior to the publication day, be, as on and from the day the
occupationisso resumed, therent that was payableimmediately beforeit was
increased unlessor until itisincreased or reduced in accordancewith Part IV
of thisAct.
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(5) Anapplicationtoal and Tribund for any compensation payable
under thisarticle shall bemadenot earlier than onemonth after the publication
day or later than two months after that day.

Recovery of 4.-(1) If therent of aterminated tenancy wasat any timeincreased onthe 1st

excessrentspaid.  January, 1961, or after that day and prior to the day of thetermination of the
tenancy, being aday prior to the publication day, and thetenant shall havein
respect of 1st January, 1961, or of the aforesaid period, paid as rent any
amount payablein excessof theamount payableasrentimmediately beforeit
wasincreased, thelandlord shall refund such excessto thetenant, and if the
landlord shall within one month of the publication day fail soto do, thetenant
may by noticeinwriting apply to the Land Tribunal having jurisdictioninthe
areain whichtheland to which thetenancy related issituatefor therecovery
of such amount ashesatisfiesthe Land Tribunal isdueand owingtohim.

2 Within fourteen days of the receipt of anotice of application
made under paragraph (1) of thisarticle, the Chairman of the Land Tribuna to
whichthe gpplicationismade shall causeto be served onthelandlord and the
tenant anoti ce specifying the date on which, the placewhereand thetime at
whichtheLand Tribunal shall sit to hear and determinethe application and
every such notice served on thelandlord shall be accompanied by acopy of
the notice of application of thetenant.

(3 Serviceof anotice under paragraph (2) of thisarticleshall be
effected inthe manner provided by subsection (1) of section 7 of thisAct for
the service of anoticeto terminateatenancy to which thisAct applies.

4 Thedecision of aL.and Tribunal onan application made under
paragraph (1) of thisarticle shall not be subject to review by the Minister.

(5 A noticeof application madeunder paragraph (1) of thisarticle
shdl beaccording to thefollowing form-
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Land Reform (Security of Tenure) [CAP. 186 37

Notice of Application to Land Tribunal to recover Excess Rents paid

TO: Esqg., of Chairman
of theLand Tribund for (state areaover which the Tribunal hasjurisdiction).

| hereby (asagent or attorney-at-law for X.Y. of and on
hisbehalf)* make application tothe Land Tribuna over whichyou presideas
Chairmanto recover thesumof $ centsbeing theamount of the excess
rentspaid by (me) * (him) * (onthe 1t day of January, 1961) (after the 1st day
of January, 1961)* and prior tothe day of ,1962
to of the landlord of the lot of land of (state
areaor approximateareaof theland) and being (state description of theland)
Stuate at (state place) inthe (state name of district) District which (1)* (he)*
held astenant and which wasterminated on the day of 1962.

DATED the day of 20

1.*Delete whichever is inapplicable.

5. Any costsawarded by acourt to either alandlord or atenantinany  Recovery of
proceedingswhich result inthetermination of atenancy shall berecoverableat  cost.
thesuit of the party infavour of whom they were awarded.

6. Saveasprovided by the provisions of this Schedule, the provisions  Saving.
containedinPart V of thisAct and of section 25 thereof shdl apply to atenancy

in like manner asthey apply to atenancy to which this Act applies, and in

respect to any application made under the provisions of this Scheduleto a

Land Tribunal, theprovisionsof Part 111 of thisAct, relatingto Land Tribunas

and of any regulations made under section 24 of thisAct relating thereto shall,
save as so provided, apply to such applicationin like manner asthey apply to

an application made under section 14, 15 or 22 of thisAct.
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