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4 CAP. 181] Belize Land Development Authority

CHAPTER 181
CAP 146, BELIZELAND DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
R E. 1980-1990.
290f 1980. [20th December, 1980]
10 of 2000.
Shorttitle. 1 ThisAct may becited asthe Belize Land Development Authority Act.

Establishmentof ~ 2.-(1) Thereishereby established an Authority to becalled the BelizeLand

the Authority. Development Authority which shall be abody corporate with perpetual
succession and acommon sedl and shall have capacity to purchase, take, hold
anddisposeof land and other property of whatever kind, to enter into contracts,
to sue and be sued in the said name and to do all things necessary for the
purposeof thisAct.

(2) Thesea of the Authority shall be affixed to any instrument in the
presence of the Chairman and shall be authenticated by thejoint signature of
onedirector of the Board and of the secretary.

A sedl shdll not be affixed except by theauthority of aresolution of the
Board.

(3) Thesed of the Authority shall be kept inthe custody of the
Secretary.

Objects. 3. Theobjectsof the Authority shall be-

(@ toacquire, developandimproveland, includingthepro-
vision of infrastructure such asroads, bridges, drainage
andirrigation, aloneor inassociationwith others,;

(b) todividelandinitspossessionandtogrant leasesortosdll
parcelsof suchland for development, andin particular to
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Belize Land Devel opment Authority [CAP. 181 5

providefor theinterestsof small farmers;

(0 toengageinthedevelopment of land and related projects
aloneor inassociation with others,

(d) topromote, foster and encouragethe devel opment of land
related projects,

(e tosdl orexport produce;

()  totradeandded inagricultura chemicasandfertilizer,
foodstuffsand other commoditiesrequired for itspurpose;

() toenforcethepattern, extent and restriction onland useto
beappliedinany givenlocation;

(h) wherefeasibleand desirable, to provide processing plant and
marketingfacilities;

(i) toown, hireand operate machinery for agricultural develop-
ment;

() tosupply finance, doneor in association with others, for the
development of land;

(k) toadvise, manage and superintend and to generally assstin
thedevelopment of land,

()  toborrow money for thepurposeof fulfilling itsfunctions;

(m) toemploy personnel tofurther theinterestsand efficiency of
the Authority;
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(n)
(©)

to establish officesand depots as needed;

with the sanction of the Minister, to engagein any other
activitiesnot specified herein which are conduciveto
beneficia land development.

Powers. 4. For the purposeof fulfillingitsfunctionsand objectsunder thisAct,

the Board may-

@
()
©

@)
©

(f)
@

(h)

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

providefinanceintheform of loans;
guaranteeloansfrom other sources,

borrow fundsfor the purposes of the business of the
Authority from sourceseither in Belize or abroad and give
security for any loansobtained;

furnishmanagerid, technica and administrative services,

acquire, hold, takeor giveonloansor hire, mortgage,
pledgeand sdll or otherwise dispose of, any immovableor
movableproperty;

open deposit accountswith any bank;

make appropriate provision for thewelfare of employeesof
the Authority and of their dependents

giveany guaranteeor indemnity to, and enter into any
arrangementswith, the Government, any local authority, or
any body corporate or other person in order to obtain any
rights, concessionsand privilegesthat may seemtothe
Board to be conduciveto any object of the Board; and
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Belize Land Devel opment Authority [CAP. 181 7

(i) doadl suchother thingsasareincidenta or conducivetothe
attainment of itspurposes.

5.-(1) TheAuthority shall beadministered by aBoard consisting of theChief  constitution.
Executive Officer of the Ministry responsiblefor Agriculture, the Financial

Secretary, the National Disaster Coordinator appointed under theDisaster and  10.of 2000.
Preparedness and Response Act and five other members appointed by the  cAP 145.
Minister responsiblefor Agriculture (hereinafter inthis Act referredtoas*the

Miniger™).

(2) TheChief Executive Officer of theMinistry responsiblefor Agriculture
andtheFinancia Secretary may berepresented by personsnominated by them
whenever they are unableto be present in person.

(3) TheChairman shall be nominated from among the membershby the
Minister andin hisabsencethememberspresent shal eect oneof their members
to preside at the meeting.

(4) TheMinister may appoint another person to act asamember of the
Board in place of amember who istemporarily absent or unableto act assuch.

(5) A member of theBoard shall hold officefor such period not exceeding
threeyearsasmay beprescribed by the Minister at thetime of the appoi ntment
of themembersbut may be reappointed.

(6) A member whoisnot holding officeof emolumentsinthe Public Service
may resign hispost by giving theMinister through the Chairman written notice
of resgnation.

(7) Thenamesof the members appointed to the Board and every
change and new appointment shall be publishedinthe Gazette.

(8) TheBoard may act by any fiveof their number including at |east one of
the ex officio membersand may so act notwithstanding any vacancy inthe
number of memberscongtituting the Board, and shdl havethe power toregulate
their procedure.
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8 CAP. 181] Belize Land Devel opment Authority

Duties. 6.-(1) TheBoard membersshall administer, superviseand control theaffairs
and business of the Authority subject to an annual programme approved by
theMinister asto the policy to befollowed by the Authority intheexerciseor
performanceof itsfunctions.

(2) No payment out of thefundsof the Authority shall bemade unlessit
has been authorised by writing authenticated by thejoint signature of the
Chairman or onemember authorised to act in that behalf and of the secretary,
but the officers of the Authority who are specifically authorised by the Board
may effect petty disbursementsor immediate paymentsout of thefundsthey
may be permitted by the Board to hold fromtimetotime.

(3) TheBoard shall furnishthe Minister with such returns, accountsand
information as he may require with respect to the property, transaction, and
activities of the Authority and shall afford him or his duly accredited
representativeall facilitiesfor verification thereof.

Accounts. 7.-(1) TheBoard shall keep proper accountsof al itsfinancia transactions,
of assetsand liabilitiesand acompleterecord of dl other mattersrelatingtoits
finances and shall prepare annually a statement of accountsin a manner
satisfactory tothe Minister andin conformity with sound commercia practice.

(2) Theaccountsof the Authority shal be audited annually by an auditor
or auditors appointed by the Minister.

(3) Theauditor of the Authority shall be supplied withacopy of theannua
bal ance sheet of the Authority, and it shall be hisduty to examine such balance
sheet together with accounts and vouchers of the Authority and he shall be
entitled to require from the members and the officers of the Authority such
information and explanation asmay be necessary for the performance of his
duties.

(4) Theauditor of the Authority may, if heso desires, makeacontinuous
audit of the accounts of the Board.
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(5) Theauditor of the Authority shall makewritten report upon theannual
bal ance sheet and accounts of the Board.

(6) Copiesof thereport of the auditor shall betransmitted by himto the
Board andtothe Minister.

(7) Notwithstanding anything in this section, the Minister may, in his
discretion, at any timerequirethe Auditor General to examinethereport onthe
accountsaswel| asthe accountsof the Authority, inwhich event theBoard shall
affordthe Auditor Genera withdl facilitiesfor examinationsashemay require.

(8) All theexpensesincurred for the purpose of auditing shall bepaid out
of thefundsof the Board.

8.-(1) TheBoardshall prepareanannual report of itsactivitiesassoonasmay  Annual Report.
beafter the close of each financid year.

(2) Theannua report shal be submitted to the Minister not later than four
monthsafter theclose of the Authority’sfinancia year and shall belaid onthe
tableof the National Assembly.

9.-(1) TheBoard shall appoint asecretary. Secretary.

(2) Thesecretary shal bethe principal administrative officer responsible
for management and control of the businessof the Authority.

10.-(1) TheMinister may, after consultation withthe Board, makeregulations  Regulations.
generally providing rules governing the control of soil erosion, water

conservation, planting, growing, cultivation, harvesting, preventing and curing

of infestation and disease, and transportation of crops, and without prejudice
tothegenerdity of thisprovision, for-

(@ prescribingtheformof any licence, notice or any other
document required to be prescribed;
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()
©

(d)

©

(f)

()

(h)

()

disinfection, treatment of diseased cropsand producethereof;

destruction and disposal of seedsor plantsnot suitablefor
planting or likely toinfect or adversely affect other seedsand
plants because of infestation or disease;

prohibition, restriction of methodsof cultivation, harvesting
and trangportation not in keeping with the best practicesin
that fied;

the enforcement of soil and water conservation methods and
cropping patterns,

provision of drying and storing aress,

measuresto betaken to prevent the spread of plant diseases
or pests, including the quarantine of infected or infested plant
areq,

disinfection and treatment servicesand payment of fees, if
any, therefor;

generdly carryinginto effect any of theprovisonsof thisAct.

(2) Any personwho contravenesor failsto comply with any regu-
lation made under thissectionisfor each offenceliableon summary conviction
toimprisonment for aperiod not exceeding Six months, or to any lesser pendty
that may be annexed to the breach of any regulation and, in addition, there
may be annexed to any such breach aprovisionfor forfeitureto the Crown of

any produce.

(3) All regulaionsmade pursuant to thissection shal besubject to negative

resolution.
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