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CHAPTER 184
LAND ACQUISITION (PUBLIC PURPOSES)
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CHAPTER 184
Ch. 114, LAND ACQUISITION (PUBLIC PURPOSES)
RL. 1958,
CAP 150, :
REE. 1980-1990. [1st April, 1947]
150f 1962.
400f 1963. PART |
150f 1968.
16of 1975. Prdimi nary
16.0f 1992.
Shorttitle. 1 ThisAct may becited asthe Land Acquisition (Public Purposes)
Act.
Interpretation. 2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires:-
“authorised officer” meansany personwho may fromtimetotimebe
400f 1963. appointed assuch by the Minister for the purposesof thisAct;
“land” includes messuages, tenements and hereditaments, corporeal or
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Land Acquisition (Public Purposes) [CAP. 184 7

incorporeal, and real property of every tenure or description, whatever may
betheestate or interest therein;

“personinterested” meansevery person claiming, or entittedtoclaim,
compensation under thisAct:

Provided that atenant by the month or at will shall be deemed not to
beapersoninterested for the purposesof thisAct;

“public purpose’” meansapurpose determined to beapublic purposein
accordancewith section 4.

PART I
Compulsory Acquisition of Land and Abandonment of Acquisition

3.-(1) Whenever theMinister considersthat any land should be acquired Acquisition of
for apublic purpose, he may cause adeclaration to that effect tobemadein ~ land.
themanner provided by thissection and the declaration shall beprimafacie ‘112 g}: ig
evidencethat theland towhichit relatesisrequired for apublic purpose. '

2 Every declaration shall be published intwo ordinary issues of
the Gazette, there being aninterval of not lessthan six weeks between each
publication, and copiesthereof shal be posted on oneof thebuildings, if any,
ontheland or exhibited at suitable placesinthelocdity inwhichthelandis
gtuate.

(3 Thedeclaration shal specify thefollowing particularsto the
landwhichisto beacquired-

(@ thedistrictinwhichthelandissituate;

(b) adescription of theland, giving the approximate area
and such other particulars as are necessary to identify
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160f 1992.

Preliminary
notification and
power to enter
land.

400f 1963.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE [

theland;

(©) in cases where aplan has been prepared, the place
where, and the timewhen, aplan of the land can be
inspected;

(d) the public purposefor which theland isrequired.

4 Upon the second publication of the declarationinthe Gazette
asrequired by subsection (2), theland shall vest absolutely inthe Crown
and the authorised officer, and hisagents, ass stantsand workmen may enter
and take possession of theland accordingly.

(5) Any person claiming aninterestinor right over theland shdl
havearight of accessto the courtsfor the purpose of determining whether
theacquisitionwasduly carried out for apublic purposein accordance with
thisAct.

(6) Nothinginthissection shall be construed to prevent the
acquisition of landsfor public purposesby privatetresaty.

4. Whenever it appearstothe Minister that any landislikely to be
required for any purposewhich, inthe opinion of the Minister, isapublic
purposeand it isnecessary to make apreliminary survey or other
investigation of theland, he may cause anatificationtothat effect to be
published in the Gazette and thereupon the authorised officer and his
agents, ass stantsand workmen, may do all or any of thefollowing things-

@ enter upon and survey and take levelsof any landin
any locality to which the notification rel ates;

(b) dig or boreinto the subsoil of such land;

(©) do all other acts necessary to ascertain whether the
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Land Acquisition (Public Purposes) [CAP. 184 9

land is adapted to such purpose;

(d) set out the boundaries of theland intended to be taken,
and the intended line of work, if any, proposed to be
donethereon;

(e mark levelsand linesby placing marksand cutting
trenches;

(f) where otherwise the survey cannot be compl eted, the
levelstaken or the boundaries or line of thework set
out, cut down and clear away any standing crop, fence,
tree or bush;

(9 do all such other acts as may beincidental to or
necessary for any of the purposes aforesaid:

Provided that-

(&) theauthorised officer shall not enter into any building, or
into or upon any enclosed yard, court or garden
attached to adwelling house, except at al reasonable
hours, and except with the consent of the occupier
thereof, without previously giving to the occupier at least
sevendays noticeinwriting of hisintention to do so;

(b) compensation shall be assessed and paid to the persons
interested in the land entered for any actual damage or
injury resulting to them by reason of the exercise of the
powers conferred by this section-

() insofar asit relatesto land the acquisition of
which is subsequently deemed to be abandoned
under section 9 or abandoned under section 10,
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asthough it were compensation payable under
thisAct for the acquisition of theland,;

(i) insofar asit relatesto land the compul sory
acquisition of whichissubsequently completed
under section 3, asthough it were part of the
compensation for the acquisition of theland.

Power to apply 5.-(1) If, at any timeafter the publication of anctification in accordance
land to purposes  \wjth section 4, it appearsto the Minister that theland or someparcel of the
of acquisition land towhich it refers should be acquired but that for any reasonitisnot
without waiting for . . . . .
formal vesting. possibleto make animmediate declaration to that effect, the Minister may
400f 1963, direct the authorised officer to do any work ontheland or parcel thereof
400f 1963. connected with the useto which theland isintended to be put onits
acquisition, and thereupon the authorised officer may proceed with the
execution of thework.

2 Compensation shall be paid to the personsinterested for any
actua damage or injury resulting to them by reason of theexercise of the
power conferred by thissection and shall be determinedinthe sameway as
compensation for actual damageor injury resulting fromthe exercise of the
powersconferred by section 4.

Authorised officer  6.-(1) Assoon asany declaration has been published in accordancewith

totreat with section 3, the authorised officer shall, without del ay, enter into negotiations

landowner. or further negotiationsfor the purchase of theland towhich thedeclaration
relates upon reasonabl etermsand conditions, and by voluntary agreement
with theowner of theland.

2 It shall not be necessary for the authorised officer to await the
publication of the declaration before he endeavoursto ascertain fromthe
owner thetermsand conditionsonwhich heiswillingto sdll hisland, but no
negotiations or agreement shall be deemed to be concluded unlessand until
the conditionsof saleand acquisition have been approved inwriting by the
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Land Acquisition (Public Purposes) [CAP. 184 11

Minigter. 40 0f 1963.

7.-(1) Assoonasmay beafter any land has been acquired compulsorily, Boundaries of
the authorised officer shall, if the boundaries of theland havenot beensetout  land and issue
or if they cannot beidentified by referenceto any plan, causethemtobeset ~ ©f noticeof
out, and he shall a soissueanaticeof acquisitioninaccordancewiththis acquisition.
section.

2 Every noticeof acquisition under thissection shall-

€)) state the decision of the Minister to acquire and take
possession of theland compul sorily;

(b) contain the particularswhich, inrelation to theland,
wereincluded in the declaration provided for by section
3; and

(© requireall personsinterested, as soon asisreasonably
practicable, either-

() to appear personally or by attorney or agent
before the authorised officer to state the nature
of their respectiveinterestsin theland and the
amountsand full particularsof their claimsto
compensation in respect of thoseinterests,
distinguishing the amounts under separate heads
and showing how the amount claimed under each
head is calculated; or

(i1 to render to the authorised officer astatement in
writing, signed by them or by their attorneysor
agents, setting forth the like matters.

3 Theauthorised officer shall cause acopy of the notice of
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Authorised
officer may
require
information asto
interestsin land.

acquisition to be served, either personally on, or by post addressed to the
last known place of abode or business of, every person whoisknown or
believed by the authorised officer to be entitled to compensation in respect
of the acquisition, and whose whereabouts are known to the authorised
officer:

Provided that where the whereabouts of any such person are not
known, the authorised officer shall cause copiesof such noticeto be posted
ononeof thebuildings, if any, ontheland or exhibited at suitableplacesin
thelocality inwhichthelandissituate.

4 Any personwho, without lawful authority or excuse, removes
or destroysany landmark placed, or removesor defacesor destroysany
notice posted or exhibited, by the authorised officer in or upon theland or
any building thereon in accordance with thisAct commitsan offenceandis
liable on summary convictionto afine not exceeding five hundred dollarsor
toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding Six months.

8.-(1) Theauthorised officer may, by notice served personaly, or by post
addressed to thelast known place of abode or business of the person
concerned, requirethe owner or occupier of, or any personinterestedin,
any land, or inany part thereof, in respect of which adeclaration or a
notification hasbeen published in the Gazette under section 3 or 4
respectively, to deliver to himwithin atimeto be specified inthenotice,
being not lessthan twenty-one days after service of the notice, astatement
inwriting contai ning, sofar asmay bewithin hisown knowledge, thename
of every person possessing any interestintheland, or any part thereof,
whether aspartner, mortgagee, | essee, tenant or otherwise, and the nature
of suchinterest.

2 A personwhoisrequired to makeand deliver astatement
under thissection and who, without reasonabl e excuse, refusesto make or
deliver such statement, or wilfully makesany such statement whichisfase
or incompleteinany materia particular commitsan offenceandisliableon
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Land Acquisition (Public Purposes) [CAP. 184 13

summary conviction to afine not exceeding two hundred andfifty dollarsor
toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding three months.

3 Any personclaiminganinterestinor right over theland shal 16 of 1992.
havearight of accessto the courtsfor the purpose of establishing hisinterest
orright (if any).

0. If, within three months after entry hasbeen made on any land under Claim of person
section 4, such land shall not be acquired or abandoned, any person ihnter E;Steg to
ave [an

interested in theland or any part thereof may serve anotice on the authorised acqired or
officer requiring th:?\t thg a‘:qwsm on of theland or part thergqf 'be compl eted abandoned.
or abandoned, and, if within one mouth thereafter, the acquisition of such

land or part thereof isnot completed or abandoned in accordancewiththis

Act, theacquisition of theland or part thereof shall be deemed to have been

abandoned.

10.-(1) Atany timebeforeany land hasbeen acquired compul sorily the Abandonment of
Minister may, by notification publishedinthe Gazette, declarethat the acquistion.
intended acquisition of such landisabandoned.

2 When the acquisition of any land isabandoned in accordance
with this section, or is deemed to have been abandoned under section 9, any
compensation payableby virtueof thisAct shal, in default of agreement, be
assessed asthough it was compensati on payable under thisAct for the
acquisitionof land.

3 No compensation shall be payablein any casefor lossof
bargain or for damagesfor breach of contract.
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14 CAP. 184] Land Acquisition (Public Purposes)

PART IlI
Appointment and Powers of Board of Assessment

Determinationof 11 -(1) All questionsand claimsrelating to the payment of compensation

questions by under this Act and to the apportionment of such compensation shall, except

Board of . . . . .

AssessTent. asisprovidedin section 18, be submitted to aBoard of Assessment to be
appointed in each casein accordancewith section 12.

2 A Board of Assessment shall havefull power to assess,
award and apportion compensation in such cases, in accordancewith this

Act.
Appointment of 12.-(1) Assoon asit becomes necessary to do so the Minister shall causea
Board of Board of Assessment, hereinafter referred to as“aBoard” or “the Board”,
Assessment. to be appointed.
2 A Boardfor the purposesof thisAct shal inevery casebe
congtituted of -
16 of 1975. (@  theChief Justice, or other Judge of the Supreme Court

nominated by the Chief Justice, who shall bethe
Chairman of the Board, hereinafter referred to as“the
Chairman™;

(b) amember to be appointed by the Minister:
Provided that the member so appointed shall not be public officer;

(©) amember to be nominated by the owner of theland to
be acquired:

Provided that wherein any casethe Minister issatisfied that the
owner of theland hasrefused to exercise hisright to nominate amember of
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Land Acquisition (Public Purposes) [CAP. 184 15

theBoard, or hasunreasonably del ayed such nomination, or wherethe
personsinterested in theland havefailed to agree upon such nomination, the
Minister, by order inwriting, may direct the Chairmanto proceed with the
inquiry notwithstanding that there has been no such nomination by the owner,
and in every such casethe Board shall be deemed to belawfully constituted
without the presence of such member, and, if thereisany difference of
opinion asto theamount of compensation that should be awarded, the
decision of the Chairman shall be deemed to be thedecision of the Board.

13.-(1) Upon the appointment of aBoard or where proceedings are taken Documents, etc.,
beforeamagistratefor the determination of any questionrelatingtothe to be forwarded
payment of compensation, the authori sed officer shall forward tothe to the Board.

Chairman, or to the magidtrate, asthe case may be, those of thefollowing
documentsand particularswhich relateto the acquisition or theintended
acquisition of theland, asthe case may be-

€)) acopy of any notification and declaration which has
been published in the Gazette;

(b) acopy of the notice of acquisition;
(© acopy of any noticeissued or received by him;

(d) acopy of al statementsreceived by himin compliance
with any noticeissued by him;

(e the names and addresses of the personswho the
authorised officer hasreasonto believeareinterestedin
theland; and

(f) acopy of thereport required by this section.

2 Thereport to be sent to the Board shall state the opinion of the
authorised officer, and hisreasonsfor such opinion, upon each of the
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16 CAP. 184] Land Acquisition (Public Purposes)

following matters-

(&8  whatisafair and proper description of theland
acquired, including particularsof any building, treesor
standing crop thereon;

(b) the approximate acreage of theland,;

(©) the value of theland, for the purposes of compensation
under thisAct.

(d) the amount of provisional compensation which should
be paid for theland, including any damage payablein
respect of entry into possession;

(e the apportionment of the provisional compensation
among the personsinterested in theland, in respect of
their interests.

(3 Theauthorised officer, in ng theamount of any
compensation for the purpose of areport under thissection, shall have
regard to therules prescribed by this Act which may or may not betaken
into considerationin ng compensation.

Inquiry by 14.  WhereaBoard hasbeen appointed under thisAct, the Board shall

Board. hold aninquiry at aplace, dateand timeto befixed by the Chairman, of
which not lessthan fourteen clear daysnotice shall begiventothe parties
concerned, and every suchinquiry shall be conductedin public.

Procedure at 15.  Theprocedureat aninquiry beforeaBoard, the summoning and

inquiry. remuneration of witnessesfor attendancethereat, and al questionsincidenta
totheinquiry shall begoverned by the provisionsof thelawsfor thetime
beinginforcerdatingto civil proceedingsinthe Supreme Court:
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Land Acquisition (Public Purposes) [CAP. 184 17

Provided that in the case of any doubt arising on any question of
practice and procedureit may be settled by the Chairman.

16.  TheBoard, or any person authorised by theBoard, may at any time ~ Power of entry
before, during or after aninquiry under thisAct, enter upon and inspect any for purpose of
land for any purpose connected with suchinquiry. Inquiry.

17.-(1) At the conclusion of theinquiry the Board shall decide uponthe Award of Board.
claimsfor compensation and apportionments submitted to them and shall

make an award under the hand of the Chairman who shall causeit to befiled

inthe Supreme Court.

2 Thedecision of themgjority of the membersof the Board with
respect to the compensation to be paid shall be deemed to bethe decision of
theBoard, and, if all themembersof the Board differ, the mean betweenthe
amount decided upon by the Chairman and that one of theamounts decided
upon by thetwo other members of the Board which approximates most
nearly to the amount decided upon by the Chairman shall be deemedto be
the compensation awarded by the Board.

3 Theaward may beenforced inthe samemanner asajudgment 16 of 1992,
or order of the Supreme Court to the same effect.

PART IV
Determination of Small Claims for Compensation

18.-(1) Notwithstanding anything containedinany Act tothecontrary,inany  Procedurewhere

caseinwhich the compensation claimed does not exceed five thousand damfor
dollars, theamount of the compensation to be paidin such caseshall be gompen%t' on
. . oes not exceed
determined by amagistrate. certain amount.
16.0f 1992.

2 The magistrate may, upon the application of either party with
respect to any question of disputed compensationin either of the cases
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18 CAP. 184] Land Acquisition (Public Purposes)

mentioned in subsection (1), summon the other party to appear beforehim
at atime and placeto be named in such summonsand to hear and
determine such question of disputed compensation.

(3 For the purposes of any proceeding under this section-

@ the procedureto befollowed thereat, the summoning
and remuneration of witnessesand all questions
incidental to such proceeding shall be governed by any
law for thetimebeinginforcein Belizerelating to the
recovery of claimsbeforeamagistrate and all the
provisions of any such law shall apply mutatis
mutandisto any such proceeding; and

(b) sections 16, 19, 20, 21, 22 and 25 shall apply with
such verbal alteration, not affecting the substance, as
may be necessary to make them applicable.

16 of 1992. 4 The determination by the magistrate under thissection may be
enforced inthe same manner asafina judgment or order of themagistrate
CAP.97. withinthe meaning of section 25 of the Digtrict Courts (Procedure) Act.

(5 An apped shdl lieagainst the determination by the magistrate
of any question of disputed compensation under thissectionin like manner
asif such determination wasgivenintheexerciseof hisjurisdiction under the

CAP97. District Courts (Procedure) Act, and for the purposes of such appeal, the
determination of the magistrate under thissection shall bedeemedtobea
final judgment or order of the magistratewithin the meaning of section 25 of

CAP.97. theDistrict Courts (Procedure) Act.
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PART V
Provisions Governing Assessment of Compensation, etc.

19.  SubjecttothisAct, thefollowing rulesshall apply to the assessment Rulesfor

and award of compensation by aBoard for the compul sory acquisition of assessment of
| and- compensation.

(@ thevalueof theland shall, subject ashereinafter
provided, be taken to be the amount which theland, in
itscondition at the time of acquisition, if soldin the open
market by awilling seller, might have been expected to
haverealised at the date of the second publicationinthe 151962
Gazette of the declaration under section 3: 16 0f 1992.

Provided that thisrule shall not affect the
assessment of compensation for any damage sustained
by the person interested by reason of severance, or by
reason of the acquisition injurioudly affecting hisother
property or hisearnings, or for disturbance, or any other
matter not directly based on the value of theland;

(b)  thespecial suitability or adaptability of theland for any
purpose shall not be taken into account if that purposeis
apurposeto which theland could be applied only in
pursuance of statutory powers not already granted, or
for which thereisno market apart from the special
needs of a particular purchaser or the requirements of
any Government department;

(© wherethe value of theland isincreased by reason of the
use thereof or of any premisesthereoninamanner
which could berestrained by any court, or iscontrary to
law, or isdetrimental to the health of theinmates of the
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20 CAP.184] Land Acquisition (Public Purposes)

premisesor to public health, the amount of that
increase shall not be taken into account;

(d)  wherelandis, and but for the compulsory acquisition
would continueto be, devoted to a purpose of such a
naturethat thereisno general demand or market for
land for that purpose, the compensation may, if the
Board is satisfied that reinstatement in some other place
isbona fideintended, be assessed on the basis of the
reasonabl e cost of equivalent reinstatement;

(e no allowance shall be made on account of -

() the acquisition being compul sory or the degree
of urgency or necessity which hasled tothe
acquisition;

(i) any disinclination of the personinterested to
part with theland acquired;

(i)  any damage sustained by the person interested
which, if caused by aprivate person, would not
render such person liableto an action;

(iv)  any damage, not being in the nature of
deprivation of or interference with an easement,
servitudeor lega right, which, after the time of
awarding compensation, islikely to be caused
by or in consequence of the useto which the
land acquired will be put:

Provided that nothing herein shall
prejudice any claim under this Act for damage
subsequently sustained in consequence of the
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Land Acquisition (Public Purposes) [CAP. 184 21

usetowhichtheland acquiredis put;

V) any increaseto the value of theland acquired
likely to accruefrom the useto which the land
acquired will be put;

(vi)  anyoutlay or improvement of such land which
has been made, commenced or effected within
twelve months before the publication of the
declaration under section 3, with theintention of
enhancing the compensation to be awarded
therefor in the event of such land being acquired
for public purposes.

20. In ng the compensation payablethe Board shall assess Undevel oped
separately the compensation payablein respect of - ;’s\ndd developed
and.

(@)  undevelopedland; and 16of 1975.

(b) devel oped land and any buildings standing on the land.

21.  Astoseverance, compensation may be assessed onthefooting that Specia ruleasto
any specified works, crossings, or accessagreed to on behalf of theMinister ~ severance.

shall beerected, provided, and allowed, and any such agreement shall be 400f 1963.
reduced into writing and be signed by the Chairman and shall bevaid and

effectua and binding on the parties.

22.-(1) TheBoard, inawarding compensation, may add interest thereto and Interest.
shall beguided by therate paid by commercia banksin Belize on fixed 160f 1992.
depositsat the date of acquisition; so, however, that reasonable

compensation shall bepaid totheclaimant having regard to all the

circumstances.

2 Theinterest under subsection (1) may be added for thewhole
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Rules as to costs.

or any part of the period between the date of acquisition of theland and the
date of the payment of the compensation awarded by the Board.

23.-(1) Theauthorised officer shall pay to the claimant the reasonable costs
incurred by himin or about the preparation and submission of hisclaim,
unlessthe Chairman considersthat the claimant hasfailed to put forward a
proper claim within areasonabletime after the service of the notice under
section 7 or that the claim put forward isgrosdy excessive or that he has
been aparty to somedeceit or fraud in respect of hisclaim.

2 Subject to subsection (1), wherean unconditiona offerin
writing of any amount as compensati on has been madeto any claimant by or
on behalf of theauthorised officer and the sum awarded as compensation
doesnot exceed theamount offered, the Chairman shall, unlessfor special
reasons hethinksit proper not to do so, order the claimant to bear hisown
costsand to pay the costs of the authorised officer so far asthe costs of the
authorised officer wereincurred after the offer was made.

(3 Wherethe claimant hasfailed to put forward aproper claim
insufficient timeto enable the authori sed officer to make aproper offer, the
foregoing provisonsof thissection shall apply asif anunconditional offer
had been made by or on beha f of the authorised officer at thetimewhen, in
the opinion of the Board, aproper claim should have been put forward and
the claimant had been awarded asum not exceeding the amount of such
offer.

4 Subj ect to subsection (1), whereaclaimant hasmadean
unconditional offer inwriting to accept any amount as compensation and has
put forward aproper claimin sufficient timeto enablethe authorised officer
to make aproper offer, and the sum awarded isequal to or exceedsthat
amount, the Chairman shal, unlessfor specia reasonshethinksit proper
not to do so, order the authorised officer to bear hisown costsand to pay
the costsof the claimant so far asthe costs of the claimant wereincurred
after the offer wasmade.
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(5) Subject to subsections (1) to (4), thecostsshall beinthe
discretion of the Chairmanwho may direct to and by whom and inwhat
manner those costsor any part thereof shall be paid, and hemay inany case
direct such coststo betaxed by the Registrar.

(6) Themode of enforcing any order asto costsshall beinthe
manner prescribed by the practice of the Supreme Court.

(7 Wherethe Chairman ordersthe claimant to pay the costsor
any part of the costs of the authorised officer, the authorised officer may
deduct the amount so payabl e by the claimant from theamount of any
compensationwhich may be payabletohim.

24.  Anapped shdl lietothe Court of Appeal against the determination Apped.
by the Board of any question of disputed compensation under thissectionin ~ 160f 1975,
likemanner asif such determinationwasgivenintheexerciseof the

jurisdiction of the Supreme Court under the Supreme Court of Judicature CAP 9L
Act, and for the purposes of such appeal the determination of the Board

shall bedeemed to beafinal judgment or order of the Supreme Court, and

Part 111 of the Court of Appeal Act shall apply to the procedureand CAP 90.
determination of such appeal by the Court of Appeal.

PART VI
Miscellaneous

25.-(1) Wherethereisno person competent to alienateland or toreceiveor ~ Absentee
to give asufficient dischargefor any compensation awarded, or whereany owners.
personinterested inland, by reason of hisabsencefrom Belizeand of hisnot

being represented therein by aduly authorised attorney, doesnot submit a

statement to or appear before the authorised officer asrequired by section 7,

and where such person, after diligent inquiry, cannot befound, the authorised

officer shall pay the compensation into the Supreme Court to the credit of the

person entitled thereto.
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Compensation to
persons interested
in adjacent land.

Specid
provisions as to
|eases.

2 Any compensation paid into the Supreme Court by virtue of
thissection may, on the subsequent application of any person claimingto be
entitled thereto, be paid out to such person on the order of the court.

(3) All moneyspaidinto the Supreme Court under thissection
whichremain unclaimed for twelveyearsafter such payment shal be
transferred and paid into the Consolidated Revenue Fund and al legal
claimsthereto shall beforever barred.

26.-(1) A personinterested in any land which, without any portion thereof
being compul sorily acquired, hasbeen injurioudy affected by theerection or
construction on land compul sorily acquired of any worksin respect of which
theland wasacquired, shall be entitled to compensationin respect of such
injuriousaffection.

2 Compensation shall not be payableunder thissectionin
respect of any injuriousaffection which, if caused by aprivate person,
would not render such personliableto an action.

27.-(1) Whereany land iscomprisedin aleasefor aterm of years
unexpired and part only of such landisacquired compulsorily, therent
payablein respect of theland comprised in such lease may, onthe
application of thelessor or thelesseeto the Supreme Court, be apportioned
between the land acquired and theresidue of theland.

2 After such apportionment, thelesseeshal, astodl future
accruing rent, beliableto pay only so much of therent asshall be so
apportioned in respect of theresidue of theland, and asto the residue of the
land, and asagainst thelessee, thelessor shall haveal the samerightsand
remediesfor therecovery of such portion of therent aspreviously to such
apportionment he had for therecovery of thewholerent reserved by the
lease.

(3) All the covenants, conditions, and agreementsof such lease,
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except asto theamount of rent to bepaid, shall remaininforcewith regard
to theresidue of theland in the same manner asthey would have donein
casetheresidueof theland only had beenincluded inthelease.

4 Whereitisshown that the compul sory acquisition of aportion
of land comprised in alease hasrendered theresidue unsuitablefor the
purposefor which theland wasleased or wherein the circumstancesthe
court considersit just to do so the court may rescind the lease atogether, and
insuch casethelessee shall only beliableto pay therent due at the date of
the occurrence of the circumstance on which therescission order isbased.

(5) Whereastheresult of such rescission of leasethelessor or
lessee suffersany lossor injury heshall beentitled to compensation as
providedinthisAct.

28.  Whereany question arisestouching thetitle of any personto any land
which may be entered upon or acquired for the purposesof thisAct, or
touching any estate or interest therein, the person having the ostensible
possession or enjoyment of therentsand profitsof such land shall, for the
purposes of thisAct, be deemed to bethe owner of theland until the
contrary isproved.

29.-(1) Every assessor shall receivefor hisservicessuch feeasthe Minister,
on therecommendation of the Chairman, may direct.

2 TheMinister may a so authorisethe reimbursement of the
travelling and subs stence expensesincurred by the Chairman and members
of aBoard appointed under thisAct.

30.  All reasonablecosts, charges, and expensesincurred by theowners

Personsin
possession to be
deemed owners.

Fees and
expenses of
Board.
400f 1963.

Conveyancing,

of theland or personsinterested therein for all conveyances and assurances efc., cost to be
of any lands purchased or acquired, and of any outstanding termsof interest pa'tﬂ by o
therein, and of deducing, evidencing and producing titleto such lands, terms ?;ﬁ C::"
and interest, and of making out such abstractsand attested copiesasthe
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Payment of
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16 of 1975.

Exemptionfrom
stamp duty and
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Limitation of time
for making claims.
400f 1963.

Assaulting or
obstructing
officer.
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authorised officer may require, shal be paid by the authorised officer.

31.  Allamountswhich have been awarded by way of compensation
under thisAct, includinginterest and coststo be paid by the authorised
officer, and all other costs, chargesand expenseswhich shall beincurred
under the authority of thisAct, shall be paid out of moneysvoted for the
purposeby the National Assembly:

Provided that the authorised officer shall beentitled to deduct from
any compensation which may have been awarded such sumsasaredueto
the Government asarrearsof rural land tax and land tax or any other tax in
respect of theland acquired or in respect of any other land owned by the
person entitled to the compensation.

32. Notwithstanding anything contained in any Act to the contrary, no
instrument or document relating to anything lawfully doneunder or for the
purposesof thisAct, shall be chargeablewith any stamp duty, registration
or recording fee.

33. Except withthe approvd of the Minister, inany caseinwhich he
considersthat injustice may otherwisebe done, no claim for compensation
which may be made under thisAct shall be admitted or entertained unless
theclaimismadewithin twelve monthsafter the date on which entry has
been made on theland under section 4 or, if adeclaration hasbeen made
under section 3, withinasimilar period after the date of the second
publication of such declaration.

34.  Anypersonwho-

€)) assaults or obstructs or aids any person in assaulting or
obstructing the authorised officer or any of hisagents,
assistants or workmen in the execution of hisor their
duty under thisAct; or
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(b) opposes or impedes the lawful occupation or taking of
possession of any land under thisAct,

commitsan offenceandisliable on summary conviction, to afine not
exceeding five hundred dollars or to imprisonment for aterm not
exceeding six months.

PART VII

\oluntary Conveyance of Land to Crown

35.-(1) Theowner of any land, not being land inatown, may convey that Landnotina
land to Her Majesty the Queen, her heirsand successorsfor theuseof the  toWn V%'grlta” ly
Government of Belize, and the Minister may in hisdiscretion accept that land gﬁgﬁy °
and pay therefor apriceto be agreed upon between the owner and the 150f 1968,

Commissioner of Landsand Surveys.

2 If the owner and the Commissioner of Landsand Surveys
cannot agree upon the price, the matter shall be determined by adistrict
court in accordance with sections 24 and 25 of the Land Tax Act asif the CAP58.
inability to agree onthe price wasthe service of anotice of assessment
against which an appeal isfiled under section 24 (2) of that Act and sections
24 and 25 of that Act shall, mutatis mutandis, apply.

3 The pricemay bepaid either inasum of money or by theissue
of debenturesinthe manner provided in subsection (4).

4 Theprice of any land conveyed under subsection (3) may be
paid by theissueto the owner of theland of one or more drawing debentures
to an amount equal to the price of theland, and any debenture soissued
shdl-

(@ be redeemabl e within aperiod not exceeding twenty
years;

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



28

CAP. 184]

Land Acquisition (Public Purposes)

CAPR. 8L

Registration on
acquisition by
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16 of 1975.
CAPR 327.
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(b)

©

bear interest at the rate of three per centum per
annum; and

be deemed to have been issued under the Public L oans
Act, and the provisions of that Act shall apply
accordingly, subject to the modification that section 13
thereof shall have effect asif therewereincluded
therein provision requiring the payment into the Sinking
Fund of all moneysreceived by Government fromthe
sale of any land in respect of which adebenture has
been issued under this section.

PART VIII

Registration

36.  Whereland hasbeen acquired by the Crown under thisAct, the
Regigtrar, notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained inthe General
Registry Act and rulesmadethereunder, shdl-

(@)

(b)

in the case of unregistered land, receive and record as
adeed amemorandum signed by the Minister signifying
the acquisition or conveyance of the land without
further proof and the memorandum shall be evidence of
titlein the Government to the land described therein, in
feesimpleabsolute;

inthe case of registered land, receive amemorandum
signed by the Minister asauthority to cancel the
registered proprietors’ certificate of titleandtoissuea
transfer certificate of thetitlein respect of theland
described in the memorandum in favour of the Crown
asregistered proprietor of thelandinfeesimple
absolute:
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Provided that wheretheentirety of aparcel of land describedina
certificate of titleisnot acquired, theregistered proprietor shal beentitled to
receiveacertificate of titlefrom the portion of theland not included inthe
acquigtion.
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